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Like the majority of politicians, Freiherr v. Hert-ling, who was a friend of our cause, doubted the possibility of our obtaining parliamentary sanction. He said that the previous lack of uniformity in the treatment of all naval questions had made it too easy for our opponents to arouse feeling against naval schemes; in addition, there were rumours of a coup d' etat.
Our conversations with Dr. Lieber, the leader of the Centrum, who in spite of his personal sensitiveness proved in practice to be very amenable, finally secured the success of the Bill. The alteration of the time limit from seven years to six was made at the suggestion of Lieber himself.
Thus the leap was accomplished which was first necessary to establish our sea-power in legislation. The Reichstag renounced a portion of its right to interpose every year in the development of the navy. The national view-point superseded that of the parliamentary routine. We were ultimately able to convince the Reichstag, because we were ourselves convinced.
Ill
In the winter of 1898-9 I was still firmly resolved to keep to the six years' limit. It was, however, always quite clear to me, and I also expressed myself to this effect in the Reichstag, that the first Navy Bill would not create the fleet in its ultimate form. It was frankly stated that we would have to bring forward supplementary demands after the conclusion of the six years' limit.